
 

CABINET 
30/06/2014 at 6.00 pm 

 
 

Present: Councillor McMahon (Chair) 
Councillors Akhtar, Brownridge, Harrison, Hibbert, Jabbar, and 
Stretton 
 

 

 

1   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor 
Chadderton. 

2   URGENT BUSINESS   

There were no items of urgent business received. 

3   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

There were no declarations of interest received. 

4   PUBLIC QUESTION TIME   

There were no public questions received.  

5   MINUTES OF THE CABINET MEETING HELD ON THE 
22ND APRIL 2014  

 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on the 
22nd April 2014 be approved.  

6   CORPORATE PLAN UPDATE 2014   

The Cabinet gave consideration to a report of the Leader of the 
Council, which presented Members with the Council’s updated 
Corporate Plan 2014. 
The report provided details of the plan including political 
ambition, organisational priorities and the Council’s statutory 
functions with key corporate significance.  
It was reported that the detail before the Cabinet would be the 
last refresh of the current Corporate Plan up to 2015. It was 
recommended that fundamental changes to narrative, 
messaging, format and potential objectives were undertaken 
next year in order to reflect changes which had happened due to 
the transformational budget process and development of the 
Council’s future operating model.  
Options Alternatives considered 
Option 1 – To recommend the Corporate Plan to Council for 
approval 
Option 2 – Not to recommend the Corporate Plan to Council for 
approval 
RESOLVED that the report be noted 
RECOMENDATION that the report be recommended to Council 
for approval.  

7   FINAL ACCOUNTS 2013/14   

Consideration was given to a report of Councillor Jabbar, 
Cabinet Member for Finance and Human Resources which 
provided Members with the Final Accounts 2013/14 and the 
external audit (Grant Thornton) reports for 2013/14 to 
recommend to Council for noting.  

Public Document Pack



 

Members were advised that the audit opinion was very positive 
with an unqualified opinion and an unqualified value for money 
opinion. There were no material errors for the 5th year in 
succession and the report commented on the high quality of the 
Council’s draft accounts.  
It was reported that the Council had produced a balanced 
budget for 2013/14 including £17 million pounds worth of saving 
and closed the accounts were closed earlier than previous 
years, meaning the Council had outperformed 45% of the FTSE 
100.  
Members gave a vote of thanks to the Borough Treasurer, 
Finance Staff, the Executive Management Team and individual 
Budget holders/mangers within the Council. 
Options/Alternatives considered  
Option 1 – To refer the final accounts and audit reports to Full 
Council  
Option 2 – Not to refer the final accounts and audit reports to 
Full Council  
RESOLVED that the Final accounts for 2013/14 and audit 
reports and items referred to in the report be noted. 
RECOMMENDATION that the Final Accounts 2013/14, the audit 
reports and the items referred to in the report be commended to 
Council. 

8   SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEN) REFORM GRANT 
- THE BUSINESS CASE FOR ALLOCATION OF GRANT 
FUNDING  

 

Consideration was given to a report of Councillor Chadderton, 
Cabinet Member for Education and Safeguarding which sought 
approval from three options for investment of the full allocation 
of the Special Educational Needs Reform Grant in implementing 
required statutory reforms.  
Members were advised that the Council had received funding 
from Central Government, as a one-off non ring-fenced grant of 
£349,739, to support Local Authorities in addressing the 
requirements for a change in services for 0-25 years olds with 
special educational needs  
It was further reported that the views of Cabinet were being 
sought in relation to three levels of investment identified within 
the report. 
Option 1 – Invest no additional resource in meeting statutory 
changes, relying instead on existing resources to meet 
requirements 
Option 2 – Invest £250,000 of total allocation 
Option 3 – Invest full allocation of £349,000 
Members considered the risks and befits as detailed within the 
report.  
RESOLVED that the full allocation of the Special Educational 
Needs Reform Grant of £349,000 be used to implement the 
required statutory reforms to address the requirement for 
change in services for 0-25 year olds with special educational 
needs and disabilities arising from the Children and Families Act 
2014. 
 

9   ADOPTION REFORM GRANT 2014-2015   



 

The Cabinet gave consideration to a report of Councillor 
Chadderton, Cabinet Member for Education and Safeguarding 
which sought approval for investment of the full allocation of the 
Adoption Reform Grant. 
Members were advised that the Council had received further 
funding from Central Government, in the form of a non ring-
fenced grant of £250,127, to support Local Authorities in 
transforming adoption services and to reduce delays for children 
waiting for adoption. 
Options/Alternatives considered 
Option 1 – To use the grant of £250,127 to offset the inter 
agency fee for adoption placements, to appoint two additional 
permanent social workers and additional recruitment and 
training. 
Option 2 – Not to approve the proposed spending within the 
report and to propose an alterative use for the grant.  
RESOLVED that the proposals for the non ring-fenced Adoption 
Reform Grant for £250,127 received from Central Government 
as detailed within the report be agreed. 

• To offset the equalisation of the interagency fee  

• To Fund two additional social workers  

• To fund additional training and recruitment 

10   SEVERE WEATHER RECOVERY FUND - GRANT 
ACCEPTANCE  

 

The Cabinet gave consideration to a report of the Cabinet 
Member for Finance and HR, Councillor Jabbar, which sought 
approval for acceptance of a Severe weather Recovery Grant 
from Central Government for £811,773 (297,898 capital and 
£515,875 revenue) and approval of the proposed programme of 
works  
It was reported that the Department of Transport had made 
emergency funding available to Local Authorities to help repair 
roads, bridges and retaining walls affected by severe wet 
weather between December 2013 and February 2014.  
The report provided a detailed programme of works and spend 
for Members to consider. 
Options/Alternatives considered. 
Option 1 - To approve the proposed programme in Appendix B 
as detailed within the report which had been developed in 
consultation with the Leader of the Council and Councillor 
Hibbert, Cabinet Member for Housing, Planning and Transport 
endorsed by CIPB and submitted to Department for Transport 
(DfT).  
To endorse the statement in Appendix C, as detailed within the 
report which had been published on the Council’s website and 
submitted to DfT on 30th April detailing the proposed 
programme.  
Option 2 - To not approve the proposed programme in Appendix 
B and request that an alternative programme be developed, that 
the published statement be amended and that DfT be issued 
with a revised programme.  
RESOLVED that: 

1. Oldham Council’s award of £811,773 (£297,898 capital 
and £513,875 revenue) from the Department for 
Transport’s 2013/14 Severe Weather Recovery Fund be 



 

noted and formally accepted by Cabinet for use in 
2014/15. 

2. The programme for utilising the £811,773, including the 
£513,875 revenue allocation, as set out in Appendix B of 
the report and endorsed by Capital Investment Property 
Board, be approved. 

3. Approval be given for any underspend in revenue funding 
across the programme in Appendix B of the report to be 
redirected into the revenue scheme to repair the six 
identified lanes to which a contribution is proposed of 
£4,401 from the Severe Weather Recovery Fund, to the 
maximum total cost of the revenue work required which 
was estimated at £34,188 (the same principle had been 
approved in the Delegated Decision report in respect of 
any capital underspend).  

4. The delegated decision taken to reallocate the £41,000 
Local Transport Plan Capital Programme funding 
released by funding the Ralphs Lane scheme from the 
Severe Weather Recovery Fund to the A62 Huddersfield 
Road scheme, the total cost of which was estimated at 
£325,104, be noted. 

5. The delegated decision taken for the remainder of the 
cost of the Huddersfield Road scheme, £24,104, to be 
met from the £2 million Prudential Borrowing facility in 
2014/15 transport capital programme, be noted. 

6. The statement attached at Appendix C of the report and 
published on the Council’s website on 30th April 2014 to 
meet Department for Transport requirements be noted 
and endorsed. 

11   PROPOSED  DISPOSAL OF ASSET NO 192 MERTON 
PLAYING FIELDS, OLDHAM  

 

The Cabinet gave consideration to a report of Councillor 
Jabbar,Cabinet Member for Finance and HR, which sought 
approval to proceed with the grant of a lease of land, identified 
as being public open space to Hulme Grammar School. 
It was reported that the land was currently public open space 
and had been previously used for sporting and recreational 
purpose by a nearby Catholic school before it was demolished 
and was until recently maintained by the Councils Parks and 
Open Spaces team. 
It was further reported that the occupation by Oldham Hulme 
Grammar of the land would be by way of a lease and subject to 
restriction to sporting and recreational use ensuring the existing 
site use would continue.  
The school would be able to invest in the site and manage it 
from its local base in the community with the intention of 
maintaining and improving the asset. 
Options/Alternatives considered  
Option 1 – Proceed with the grant of a lease to Oldham Hulme 
Grammar School, transferring responsibility for maintenance to 
the school. The school would need to maintain the land to allow 
for sporting and recreational use.  
Option 2 – Not to transfer the land. This would lead to the 
Council remaining responsible  for the maintenance of the land, 



 

the loss of an opportunity to reduce maintenance costs and the 
loss of an opportunity to provide an improved community facility. 
RESOLVED that the Cabinet would consider the commercially 
sensitive information at Item 15 of the agenda before reaching a 
decision. 

12   CONTRACT AWARD: LIMECROFT DEMENTIA SERVICE   

Consideration was given to a report of Councillor Harrison the 
Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Public Health and 
Councillor Jabbar the Cabinet Member for Finance and HR 
which sought approval for the award of contract for the provision 
of a dementia service at Limecroft Care Home.  
Members were advised that a procurement process commenced 
in March 2014 and eleven organisations submitted a pre 
qualification questionnaire. Following assessment of those 
organisations seven were invited to submit and Invitation to 
Tender (ITT).  
The report provided details of the five organisations that 
submitted an ITT. 
Options/Alternatives  
Option 1 – To ward the contract to the preferred bidder which 
achieved the highest score in both the technical category and 
the price category. 
Option 2 – Not to award the contract following the tender 
process. This was not a viable options as the existing contract 
for care was ending on the 31st August 2014 
RESOLVED that the Cabinet would consider the commercially 
sensitive information at Item 16 of the agenda before making a 
decision.  

13   LAND AT HOLLINWOOD JUNCTION - VARIATION TO 
STRATEGIC PARTNERING AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
LANGTREE GROUP PLC AND THE COUNCIL  

 

The Cabinet gave consideration to a report of the Councillor Jim 
McMahon Leader of the Council, which sought to update 
Members in relation to the current position of the Strategic 
Partnering Agreement (SPA) with Langtree plc for the 
development of Council owned land at Hollinwood Junction. 
The report provided details of a request by Langtree plc to 
certain variations to the original SPA of which the company 
believed would better recognise their previous and ongoing 
investment into the Joint Venture Partnership with Oldham 
Council as well as incentivising the company to do everything 
possible to progress development going forward. 
Options/Alternatives considered  
Option 1 -To complete the proposed variations to the existing 
SPA with   at the earliest opportunity. 
Option 2 -Not to complete the proposed variations to the existing 
SPA with Langtree and continue to operate under the current 
agreement. 
Option 3 - To. seek to terminate the existing SPA and to either 
self-develop, or secure a new partner to bring forward 
development of Council assets at Hollinwood Junction. 
RESOLVED that the Cabinet would consider the commercially 
sensitive information at Item 17 of the agenda before making a 
decision. 



 

 

14   EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC   

RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the 
Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded 
from the meeting for the following items of business on the 
grounds that they contain exempt information under paragraphs 
3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, and it would not, on 
balance, be in the public interest to disclose the reports. 

15   PROPOSED  DISPOSAL OF ASSET NO 192 MERTON 
PLAYING FIELDS, OLDHAM  

 

The Cabinet gave consideration to the commercially sensitive 
information in relation to Item 11 Proposed Disposal of Asset 
No.192 Merton Playing Fields. 
RESOLVED that: 

1. The grant of a lease to Oldham Hulme Grammar School 
be approved on the terms and conditions listed in 
Appendix II of the report. 

2. The objections to the proposed disposal be noted. 

16   CONTRACT AWARD: LIMECROFT DEMENTIA SERVICE   

The Cabinet gave consideration to the commercially sensitive 
information in relation to Item 12 Contract Award: Limecroft 
Dementia Service. 
RESOLVED that: 

1. The two year contract for a dementia service at Limecroft, 
with the possibility of a one year extension, be awarded 
to Oldham Care and Support at Home Ltd on a preferred 
bidder position, with a fixed period of time for negotiation 
over some key points, prior to final award. 

2. The Service provider be granted a lease of the property, 
subject to the main terms identified within the report, 
contracted out of the security of tenure provisions of 
Landlord and Tenant legislation, aligned to the service 
contract. 

 
 

17   LAND AT HOLLINWOOD JUNCTION - VARIATION TO 
STRATEGIC PARTNERING AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
LANGTREE GROUP PLC AND THE COUNCIL  

 

The Cabinet gave consideration to the commercially sensitive 
information in relation to Item 13 Land at Hollinwood Junction - 
Variation to Strategic Partnering Agreement between Langtree 
Group PLC and the Council. 
RESOLVED that the option to vary the existing Strategic 
Partnering Agreement with Langtree Group Plc on the basis of 
the proposed amendments as set out in Section Two of the 
report be agreed. 
 
 

The meeting started at 6.00pm and finished at 6.25pm 
 


	Minutes

