Labour Group Amendment:

Moved by ClIr Arooj Shah
Seconded by ClIr Abdul Jabbar

Pelete
Insert

Fime-to-Serap-the-Spirand Getting the Basics Right

This Council notes that:

1. Fly-tipping blights nerghbourhoods attracts vermin and leaves residents feelrng
ignored. The council has cleared over 1,100 tonnes of illegally dumped waste in
2025, identified 38 fly-tipping hotspots across the borough for targeted enforcement
and engagement, and is establishing a new Rapid Action Team in 2026/27 to further
strengthen its response.
2. Potholes continue to damage vehicles and pose safety risks, while-many-repairs
are-temporary-and-falbwithin-menths: which is why the council invested £5.575
million in highway repairs in 2024/25, and has allocated £18 million for local roads in
the 2026/27 budget with an additional £2 million from Council capital to accelerate
repairs.
3. Weed grovvth along hlghways and pavements hasheenauewed%—smralreuteef
- remains a
concern in some areas FoIIowrng the farlure of an external contractor the council
brought weed spraying in-house, training its own staff and deploying specialist
equipment across the borough.

4. Blocked drains and gullies are frequently-leftunclearedinereasing-therisk-of
surface-waterflooding-during-heawrain- cleared on a cyclical basis with the

programme currently making its way through the 14" ward on the schedule
published on the Council’'s website — while a second wagon returns to previously
inaccessible blocked gullies or those needing repair.

5. Parks and green spaces across Oldham are enee a source of pride for the Council

and our residents. —are—tee—etteme#Heekrng—trred—and—endeFmarntamed—
6. ThIS V|S|ble dech :

pressure on Environmental Servrces and frontline maintenance budgets is the
consequence of more than a decade of central government austerity and real-terms
reductions to local government funding, aided by the Liberal Democrats decision to
enter coalition with the Conservatrves in 2010

malntenanee— The Don t Trash OIdham programme has delrvered measurable
results: 38 hotspots identified, intensive enforcement in 29 residential areas, fly-
tippers prosecuted, and community groups mobilised across the borough. Effective
communication supports service delivery — it does not substitute for it.
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8 In successwe budgets the Liberal Democrat Group has—prepesed—amehdmehts—te

net—te—suppert— has accepted all savmgs |dent|f|ed in the Enwronment dlrectorate
however, their alternative investment proposals are largely generic, aspirational
statements that lack detailed justification and involve only small financial
commitments.

This Council further notes that:
At the 2026/27 Budget-setting meetlng this Labour administration —baeked—by—the

prepesals—meludmg— proposed a budget WhICh d|rectly addresses the issues ralsed in
this motion, the Liberal Democrat Group voted against it but it included;

Additionakinvestmentin-parks and green spaces .
’ ‘dldl.'t.'g”a: mvestmentin tael;llmg cHime ana-anti-social-behaviou

e £18 million for local roads, with an additional £2 million from Council capital to
accelerate repairs;

e A new Rapid Action Team to tackle fly-tipping, with local apprentices to be
recruited into the roles;

e The bulky waste collection service brought back in-house at a simplified fee of
£10 per item, reducing a key driver of fly-tipping;

e £100,000 for strengthened youth services across districts.

On Sunday 22" March the Labour Government announced that Oldham Council
would receive part of £18m fund to upgrade and restore playgrounds in the Borough.

This Council believes that:
« Residents do-netwantslogans—they want clean streets, safe roads,
maintained parks and visible action.
« The Council should guiethy-and-competently deliver the everyday services that
residents pay their council tax to receive.

This Council therefore resolves to:

~ Prioritise reversing the-deep-cutsto-Environmental Services-and
neighbourhood-maintenance-ir-the-next-budget-eyele—frontline neighbourhood

malntenance in future budget cycles.

eampargn&and—mteirenttme—ser\ﬂee&metudmg Contlnue to mvest in frontline

services including:
o Pothole prevention and permanent repairs;
o Regular weed clearance on highways and pavements;
o Systematic drain and gully cleaning;
o Increased park maintenance;
o Stronger enforcement and rapid response to fly-tipping.
3. Produce a public action plan within three six months setting out clear service
standards and response times for environmental and highways issues.
4. Report guarterly annually to Full Council on performance in tackling fly-

tipping, potholes and street cleanliness.-necluding-benrchmarkingagainst
acighberringauthartios:

Page 2 of 4



Amended motion to read:

Getting the Basics Right

This Council notes that:

1.

Fly-tipping blights neighbourhoods, attracts vermin and leaves residents
feeling ignored. The council has cleared over 1,100 tonnes of illegally dumped
waste in 2025, identified 38 fly-tipping hotspots across the borough for
targeted enforcement and engagement, and is establishing a new Rapid
Action Team in 2026/27 to further strengthen its response.

Potholes continue to damage vehicles and pose safety risks, which is why the
council invested £5.575 million in highway repairs in 2024/25, and has
allocated £18 million for local roads in the 2026/27 budget with an additional
£2 million from Council capital to accelerate repairs.

Weed growth along highways and pavements remains a concern in some
areas. Following the failure of an external contractor, the council brought
weed spraying in-house, training its own staff and deploying specialist
equipment across the borough.

Blocked drains and gullies are cleared on a cyclical basis with the programme
currently making its way through the 14" ward on the schedule published on
the Council’s website — while a second wagon returns to previously
inaccessible blocked gullies or those needing repair.

Parks and green spaces across Oldham are a source of pride for the Council
and our residents.

This visible pressure on Environmental Services and frontline maintenance
budgets is the consequence of more than a decade of central government
austerity and real-terms reductions to local government funding, aided by the
Liberal Democrats decision to enter coalition with the Conservatives in 2010.
The Don’t Trash Oldham programme has delivered measurable results: 38
hotspots identified, intensive enforcement in 29 residential areas, fly-tippers
prosecuted, and community groups mobilised across the borough. Effective
communication supports service delivery — it does not substitute for it.

In successive budgets, the Liberal Democrat Group has accepted all savings
identified in the Environment directorate; however, their alternative investment
proposals are largely generic, aspirational statements that lack detailed
justification and involve only small financial commitments.

This Council further notes that:

At the 2026/27 Budget-setting meeting, this Labour administration proposed a
budget which directly addresses the issues raised in this motion, the Liberal
Democrat Group voted against it but it included;

£18 million for local roads, with an additional £2 million from Council capital to
accelerate repairs;

A new Rapid Action Team to tackle fly-tipping, with local apprentices to be
recruited into the roles;

The bulky waste collection service brought back in-house at a simplified fee of
£10 per item, reducing a key driver of fly-tipping;

£100,000 for strengthened youth services across districts.

On Sunday 22" March the Labour Government announced that Oldham Council
would receive part of £18m fund to upgrade and restore playgrounds in the Borough.
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This Council believes that:
« Residents want clean streets, safe roads, maintained parks and visible action.
e The Council should competently deliver the everyday services that residents
pay their council tax to receive.

This Council therefore resolves to:
1. Prioritise frontline neighbourhood maintenance in future budget cycles.
2. Continue to invest in frontline services including:

Pothole prevention and permanent repairs;

Regular weed clearance on highways and pavements;

Systematic drain and gully cleaning;

Increased park maintenance;

Stronger enforcement and rapid response to fly-tipping.

3. Produce a public action plan within six months setting out clear service
standards and response times for environmental and highways issues.

4. Report annually to Full Council on performance in tackling fly-tipping, potholes
and street cleanliness.
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