-

OLDHAM
YOUTH COUNCIL

J

THE
YEAR-END
REPORT




NEW YOUTH COUNCILLORS JOINED US
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TEAM ACHIEVEMENTS

ISAAC BECAME THE 15TH YOUTH PENELOPE BECAME CHAIR OF LEAH BECAME VICE CHAIR OF
MAYOR OF OLDHAM OLDHAM YOUTH COUNCIL OLDHAM YOUTH COUNCIL
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“Credible Witnesses was an amazing project, that has allowed us to

use our stories of injustice, to better the lives of those who can’t
‘ A IVI PAI G N S speak up for themselves”

HASSAN JABBAR
YOUTH COUNCILLOR & GM REP

\\Vl YOUNG PEOPLE
) OLDHAM THEATRE WORKSHOP

V OLDHAM YDUTH COUNEIL

LONDON STUDENTS SNBUTHWORKERS

& CREDIBLE WITNESSES )

STATIONARY CAMPAIGN

Following a successful motion to Full Council in
2023, where OYC requested unused stationery
for distribution to schools, the Youth Council
received enough pens, pencils, and rulers to
create packs for every high school in Oldham.
Additionally, Oldham Council Partners (Muse,
CBRE, and Rowan Ashworth) generously
donated a £1,000 cheque for OYC to purchase
other stationery items, such as calculators.
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MOTION TO FULL COUNCIL

FREE SCHOOL MEALS & HAF

In September, Oldham Youth Council (OYC) presented their sole motion of the year
to Full Council, driven by the Make Your Mark consultation with young people
about the cost-of-living crisis.

While the new UK government's manifesto pledged £315M for universal primary
school breakfast clubs, OYC felt this funding could be used more effectively. We
advocated for an increased Free School Meal (FSM) threshold to target support
more effectively and enhance the wellbeing of young people experiencing poverty.

Additionally, OYC called for the continuation of the Holiday Activity and Food (HAF)
program. We believed that making HAF universally accessible, even without
increasing its budget, would reduce stigma and encourage more FSM-eligible
young people to participate.

At Full Council, the OYC motion faced an amendment—a first since 2012. The
amendment proposed that funding for extending Free School Meal eligibility and
continuing the Holiday Activity and Food program should occur in addition to,
rather than instead of, the proposed breakfast clubs.

Oldham Youth Council had hoped to take another motion to Full Council in 2024.
Though present at the December Full Council meeting, we unfortunately couldn't
deliver the mental health motion we had prepared.
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REPRESENTATION

MEETINGS

Throughout the year, Oldham Youth Council hosts many organisations, giving
Youth Councillors a chance to represent the young people they serve. In
these meetings, Youth Councillors speak directly with local decision-makers,
sharing valuable ideas and suggestions to improve services across the
borough.

YOUTH COUNCIL




CONSULTATION

MAKE YOUR MARK

A UK-wide consultation,
conducted on behalf of UK Youth
Parliament. OYC consulted 13,500
young people (the highest
turnout in the Northwest, 4th in
the UK) who said Crime & Safety
and Jobs, Economy & Benefits
were the most pressing issues.
They also wanted more help for
families around the cost-of-living
crisis and more to be done about
violent crime (including knife
crime).
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H#BEEWELL

Post-2024 #BeeWell survey,
Oldham Youth Council (OYC)
investigated why <50% of
Oldham's youth felt unheard.
Focus groups (with approx. 250
young people) revealed OYC had
a lower profile than expected. It
also revealed a lack of awareness
of effective channels for young
people's ideas, especially within
schools where change felt
unlikely.

Make
Your Mark

( 2024 REPORT )

TOWN CENTRE PLAN

Oldham Youth Council partnered
with Muse and Turley, reaching
out to 343 young people, to
influence the Town Centre Plan.

10 FORWARDS

OYC's "10 Forwards" (where each
YClIr asks 10 friends a short
survey) engaged 430 young
people on free school meals,
informing a September motion.
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MEETINGS

GMP YOUTH SCRUTINY PANEL

As part of Greater Manchester Police’s Child
Centred Policing initiative, Oldham Youth
Councillors are members of the Youth Scrutiny
Panel. Each term young people watch body-
worn footage of either a ‘stop and search’ or
‘use of force’ procedure, giving their opinions
of how the interaction between officer and
young person could be improved. This
information has been used as feedback to
officers and to inform training.
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“Attending meetings is brilliant. We get to tell decision-makers what
young people in Oldham truly need, and they actually listen.”

TOM PENKETH
YOUTH COUNCILLOR
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“Being Chair of the GMYCA has provided me so many
opportunities, including working alongside Andy Burnham”

ALl AHMED
YOUTH COUNCILLOR & GM REP

uestionand
Answer with/Mayor

(ndy.Burnham

GM YOUTH COMBINED AUTHORITY (GMYCA)

Youth Councillors regularly attend GMYCA meetings in the city centre. This year,
they have directly influenced projects such as the Bee Network transport links
and the Greater Manchester Baccalaureate (MBacc), which aims to establish
technical education pathways within the city-region, through direct discussions

with Andy Burnham.
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NATIONAL WORK

A NEW CHAPTER FOR YOUTH
VOICE:

In March 2024, we received the news
that the British Youth Council (BYC),
after 75 years of youth advocacy,
would cease operations. As a
member of BYC, Oldham Youth
Council had been involved in many of
their programs, most notably the UK
Youth Parliament (UKYP) and the
Votes at 16 Coalition.

"Being an MYP is really an amazing experience, it's a privilege to be
able to represent Oldham on a national stage and ensure our voices
are heard."

LOUIE WILD
YOUTH COUNCILLOR & MYP

MAKING OUR MARK

United Kingdom

Aouth Parliament
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“Doing Listen to the Earth has been one of the most incredible
experiences of my life so far, providing memories that will impact me

INTERNATIONAL WORK

YOUTH COUNCILLOR

-
LISTEN TO
THE
EARTH

-

UP Conference: Challenging Prejudice and Discrimination

Upon their return, the participants channelled their experiences into
planning the United Peoples (UP) Conference. This event aimed to bring
together young people from across Oldham to share, the participants’ of
Listen to the Earth, crucial learning. Held in the Failsworth Suite of the Queen
Elizabeth Hall, the conference saw approximately 60 young people engage in
workshops centred around prejudice, discrimination, the spread of hate, and
practical steps young people can take to challenge it. The young people who
travelled to Poland bravely led each of these workshops, drawing directly on
what they had witnessed and the creative skills they had developed during
their powerful journey.
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FUNDRAISING

To commemorate the 80th anniversary of D-
Day, OYC supported an event where
participants walked 80km over two days,
including an overnight sleepout at the Civic
Centre. Sponsorship raised went to the Royal
British Legion.
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Youth Councillors joined the Youth Service's
Masculinity and Normality (MAN) project to
raise £180 for Movember. Their efforts, which
included a sponsored walk, hosting BBQs,
and attempting to grow mustaches, helped
combat prostate and testicular cancer and
raised awareness of male suicide.
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“l have so many fun memories, I’'ve only just recovered from the

archery tag.
FUN MEMORIES

GRIFF ROSTRON
YOUTH COUNCILLOR

-

SUPER RESI
2024
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ANNUAL REVIEW

EACH YEAR THE YOUTH COUNCIL SURVEYS ITS MEMBERS TO
SEE WHAT SHOULD BE AND CAN BE IMPROVED
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OLDHAM YOUTH COUNCIL IS REPRESENTATIVE OF OLDHAM YOUTH COUNCIL HAS CLEAR
I AM PROUD TO BE A MEMBER OF OYC OLDHAM'S DIVERSE YOUTH POPULATION ACCOUNTABILITY TO OLDHAM'S YOUNG PEOPLE
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WE HAVE A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH SENIOR
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ANNUAL REVIEW A e o
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| FEEL VALUED AND RESPECTED AT OLDHAM YOUTH OLDHAM YOUTH COUNCIL IS INCLUSIVE TO ALL | FEEL MY NEEDS AND THE NEEDS OF OTHERS ARE

COUNCIL WELL MET AT OYC
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| FEEL THERE IS A YOUTH WORKER | TRUST AND CAN

OYC PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR IS | FEEL MY SAFETY AND WELL BEING ARE WELL
MEMBERS SUPPORTED OYC TALK TO ABOUT ANY ISSUES AT OYC
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ANNUAL REVIEW A e

0% 0% || 0% 11% |[86% -
18% 82% [61% 28% | 14% -

THE TRAINING/DEVELOPMENT AND MENTORING

THE SUPPORT FROM THE YOUTH WORK TEAM IS... WE RECEIVE AS YOUTH COUNCILLORS IS...

WE HAVE GOOD ACCESS TO ACCREDITATIONS FOR

THE WORK WE DO.
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OYC OFFERS ME A WIDE RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES WE HAVE APPROPRIATE ACCESS TO MEETING SPACE | HAVE MADE NEW FRIENDS AT A MEMBER OF OYC

TO GROW AND DEVELOP AND RESOURCES
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ANNUAL REVIEW

EACH YEAR, THE YOUTH COUNCIL SURVEYS ITS MEMBERS TO
SEE WHAT SHOULD BE AND CAN BE IMPROVED
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BEING A MEMBER OF OYC IS FUN AND ENJOYABLE
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WHAT 3 WORDS WOULD YOU USE TO DESCRIBE OYC
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WHAT’S NEXT?

JANUARY | FEBRUARY

LISTEN TO THE EARTH 2025

MENTAL HEALTH MOTION

( 2024 REPORT )

MARCH

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2025

APRIL MAY JUNE

VOTES AT 16 CAMPAIGN

YOUTH VOICE AWARENESS CAMAPIGN

YOUTH
MAYOR
MAKING
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WHAT’S N EXT? LOOKING AHEAD TO 2025

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER
VOTES AT 16 CAMPAIGN
MENTAL HEALTH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY,TIMINGS TO BE CONFIRMED
SUMMER PROGRAMME AND SUPER
RESI
MAKE YOUR MARK
OLDHAM YOUTH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
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