Amendment to the motion on CSE from the Liberal Democrat Group
Proposer: Sam Al-Hamdani
Seconder: Helen Bishop

Survivors of sexual violence must at all times be given the opportunity to lead the
process of seeking both support and justice over the traumatic abuse that they have
undergone, and to determine what support they need to achieve those goals.

Two survivors’ statement was read out at the last Council meeting. These are their
words, not ours. The first stated the following:

“Whilst we hoped for and would have liked a national inquiry, we appreciate they
have come up with a compromise. For now, we are satisfied that our voices are
finally being heard, although we will continue the fight in a way that works for us,
to lobby for changes we feel are necessary in shaping a suitable inquiry. Our
biggest priority is to hope we can achieve that it be a statutory one.”

The second stated the following:

“We are still not happy with the overall decision, but we are happy to continue
with a localinquiry ... we hope the Council remain transparent and politics are

kept aside.”

The Council, and all commentators, must listen to and amplify the voices of young
women, particularly young, working class women, those who have lived in care, and
those who have survived abuse and violence.

This Council notes that:

Itis important that the language that is used when discussing the issue of abuse and
sexual violence is clear and does not hide the violence that has taken place, while it
must not retraumatise the survivors by using terms of extreme violence casually.
Following requests from survivors, this amendment has specifically removed some of
the extremely explicit descriptions of sexualviolence, as when survivors hear thisin a
public forum it plays a role in re-traumatising them.

We humbly request that this Council call upon His Majesty’s Government to initiate
ensure a fratiofratstatutory public inquiry that investigates the scourge of both historic
and current child sexual exploitation byrapegangsboth-historic-and-—currentin the
Metropolitan Borough of Oldham. -btutatseacross-Any national investigations into the
whole of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland must not relegate an
examination of Oldham into a paragraph in another report.

We request that a full natienatstatutory public inquiry is held urgently, as villages,
towns and cities up and down the spine of the country have been affected by child



sexual exploitation and abuse which was carried out by evil rape-criminal gangs on an
unprecedented scale, and the even more widespread levels of sexual and sexually-
motivated violence that are endemic in British society, across people of all colours and

creeds.

This Council further notes-that:

1.

The employment by Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council of the ringleader of
the Reechdaterape-gang that sexually abused so many girls in Rochdale which
was stated in the 2022 Assurance review quote: “Offender A worked for Oldham
Council between 1988 and 2006. He was employed as a welfare rights officer in
the welfare rights unit of the council seconded to the Oldham Pakistani
Community Centre. In May 2012 he was found guilty of two rapes, aiding and
abetting rape, sexual assault and trafficking for the purposes of sexual
exploitation, and sentenced to 19 years’ imprisonment. In June 2012 he was
found guilty of a further 30 rape charges and was jailed for an additional 22
years. Offender A lived in Oldham and was a member of the Oldham Labour
Party. We believe there were serious failings in how both the council and Greater
Manchester Police investigated concerns in respect of Offender A.”

2. Thatthis Council voted down multiple requests from 2020 to 2024 for inquiries

of different kinds until it was agreed to hold a non-statutory local inquiry in July
2024 following the Council falling into no overall control.

3. That no Council officers who worked or currently work at Oldham Metropolitan

Borough Council have been disciplined or lost their job for professional failures
in protecting children from rape gangs and child sexual exploitation to date.

Notes the comments made by the Home Secretary, the Rt. Hon, Yvette
Cooper MP, which is noted in Hansard quote; “Ten years ago, two reports by
Alexis Jay and Louise Casey in Rotherham found that 1,400 children had been

sexually exploited, raped by multiple perpetrators, trafficked across other

: .... Those reports a decade
ago identified a failure to confront Pakistani heritage gangs and a “widespread
perception” that they should ““downplay’ the ethnic dimensions” for fear of
being seen to be racist. When those reports came out, those failings in
Rotherham were condemned across the board by both Government and
Opposition in this House. As | said at the time: “It is never an excuse to use race
and ethnicity or community relations as an excuse not to investigate and punish
sex offenders.”—[Official Report, 2 September 2014; Vol. 585, c. 169.]”




5. Notes the comments made by the Shadow Home Secretary, the Rt. Hon, Chris

Philp MP, which is noted in Hansard quote; “The-whotecountryisshockedby-the

gang . e-Instead of those victims
being protected and the perpetrators prosecuted, those girls were
systematically failed. Many cases were covered up because of absurd concerns
about so-called community relations. Often, the police did not investigate. Local
councils covered things up. The Crown Prosecution Service frequently failed

victims. Thoseraisingconcernswerefreguentty-accusedofracism—INevera

6. That no individual or political group should ever seek to exploit the tragedies of
sexual violence that have been committed, Everyone must at all times ensure
that they listen to what survivors want, to ensure their voices are at the heart of
all proposals, and to ensure that they are heard, supported and empowered,

66—

7. Thatfortoo long governments of all colours have rejected this much needed
frattenatstatutory inquiry. It is time to hear from the survivors and victims who
have been affected, and to expose those organisations, individuals and
institutions that either covered it up, colluded in this scandal or stood by and did
nothing.

7
This Council resolves to:

o Write to the Home Office to demand that His Majesty’s Government initiate
ensure without any further delay a friatiorrat-statutory public inquiry into the
scourge of child sexual exploitation both historic and current by rape-gangs and
individuals bethhistoricand-~currentin Oldham. A specific inquiry into Oldham is
required so that an examination of Oldham does not relegate it into another

paragraph in another report.

e Support further national inquiries into the endemic levels of sexual violence
against women and girls — and also against men — both in; Greater Manchester
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, to explore all the
factors which contribute to this level of violence. This must never avoid
confronting harsh truths, about who has committed violence, or about who has
failed to deal with sexual violence, in a country which has failed to do this for too

long.:




The amended motion to read:

Survivors of sexual violence must at all times be given the opportunity to lead the
process of seeking both support and justice over the traumatic abuse that they have
undergone, and to determine what support they need to achieve those goals.

Two survivors’ statement was read out at the last Council meeting. These are their
words, not ours. The first stated the following:

“Whilst we hoped for and would have liked a national inquiry, we appreciate they
have come up with a compromise. For now, we are satisfied that our voices are
finally being heard, although we will continue the fight in a way that works for us,
to lobby for changes we feel are necessary in shaping a suitable inquiry. Our
biggest priority is to hope we can achieve that it be a statutory one.”

The second stated the following:

“We are still not happy with the overall decision, but we are happy to continue
with a local inquiry ... we hope the Council remain transparent and politics are
kept aside.”

The Council, and all commentators, must listen to and amplify the voices of young
women, particularly young, working class women, those who have lived in care, and
those who have survived abuse and violence.

This Council notes that:

Itis important that the language that is used when discussing the issue of abuse and
sexual violence is clear and does not hide the violence that has taken place, while it
must not retraumatise the survivors by using terms of extreme violence casually.
Following requests from survivors, this amendment has specifically removed some of
the extremely explicit descriptions of sexual violence, as when survivors hear thisin a
public forum it plays a role in re-traumatising them.

We humbly request that this Council call upon His Majesty’s Government to ensure a
statutory public inquiry that investigates the scourge of both historic and current child
sexual exploitation in the Metropolitan Borough of Oldham. Any national investigations
into the whole of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland must not
relegate an examination of Oldham into a paragraph in another report.

We request that a full statutory public inquiry is held urgently, as villages, towns and
cities up and down the spine of the country have been affected by child sexual
exploitation and abuse which was carried out by evil criminal gangs on an
unprecedented scale, and the even more widespread levels of sexual and sexually-
motivated violence that are endemic in British society, across people of all colours and
creeds.

This Council further notes:



. The employment by Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council of the ringleader of
the gang that sexually abused so many girls in Rochdale which was stated in the
2022 Assurance review quote: “Offender A worked for Oldham Council between
1988 and 2006. He was employed as a welfare rights officer in the welfare rights
unit of the council seconded to the Oldham Pakistani Community Centre. In May
2012 he was found guilty of two rapes, aiding and abetting rape, sexual assault
and trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation, and sentenced to 19
years’ imprisonment. In June 2012 he was found guilty of a further 30 rape
charges and was jailed for an additional 22 years. Offender A lived in Oldham
and was a member of the Oldham Labour Party. We believe there were serious
failings in how both the council and Greater Manchester Police investigated
concerns in respect of Offender A.”

. Thatthis Council voted down multiple requests from 2020 to 2024 for inquiries
of different kinds until it was agreed to hold a non-statutory local inquiry in July
2024 following the Council falling into no overall control.

. That no Council officers who worked or currently work at Oldham Metropolitan
Borough Council have been disciplined or lost their job for professional failures
in protecting children from rape gangs and child sexual exploitation to date.

Notes the comments made by the Home Secretary, the Rt. Hon, Yvette Cooper
MP, which is noted in Hansard quote; “Ten years ago, two reports by Alexis Jay
and Louise Casey in Rotherham found that 1,400 children had been sexually
exploited, raped by multiple perpetrators, trafficked across other towns, ...
Those reports a decade ago identified a failure to confront Pakistani heritage
gangs and a “widespread perception” that they should ““downplay’ the ethnic
dimensions” for fear of being seen to be racist. When those reports came out,
those failings in Rotherham were condemned across the board by both
Government and Opposition in this House. As | said at the time: “It is never an
excuse to use race and ethnicity or community relations as an excuse not to
investigate and punish sex offenders.”—[Official Report, 2 September 2014; Vol.

585, c. 169.]”

Notes the comments made by the Shadow Home Secretary, the Rt. Hon, Chris
Philp MP, which is noted in Hansard quote; “Instead of those victims being
protected and the perpetrators prosecuted, those girls were systematically
failed. Many cases were covered up because of absurd concerns about so-
called community relations. Often, the police did not investigate. Local councils
covered things up. The Crown Prosecution Service frequently failed victims.

. That no individual or political group should ever seek to exploit the tragedies of
sexual violence that have been committed, Everyone must at all times ensure
that they listen to what survivors want, to ensure their voices are at the heart of
all proposals, and to ensure that they are heard, supported and empowered,

That for too long governments of all colours have rejected this much needed
statutory inquiry. It is time to hear from the survivors and victims who have been



affected, and to expose those organisations, individuals and institutions that
either covered it up, colluded in this scandal or stood by and did nothing.

This Council resolves to:

Write to the Home Office to demand that His Majesty’s Government ensure
without any further delay a statutory public inquiry into the scourge of child
sexual exploitation both historic and current by gangs and individuals in Oldham.
A specific inquiry into Oldham is required so that an examination of Oldham
does not relegate it into another paragraph in another report.

Support further national inquiries into the endemic levels of sexual violence
against women and girls — and also against men — both in Greater Manchester
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, to explore all the
factors which contribute to this level of violence. This must never avoid
confronting harsh truths, about who has committed violence, or about who has
failed to deal with sexual violence, in a country which has failed to do this for too
long.



