
 
 

HIGHWAY REGULATION COMMITTEE 
Regulatory Committee 
Agenda 
 
 

Date Wednesday 5 February 2025 
 

Time 5.30 pm 
 

Venue Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Oldham, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1NL 
 

Notes 
 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST- If a Member requires advice on any 
item involving a possible declaration of interest which could affect his/her 
ability to speak and/or vote he/she is advised to contact Alex Bougatef or 
Constitutional Services at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. 
 
2. CONTACT OFFICER for this agenda is Constitutional Services email 
Constitutional.Services@oldham.gov.uk 
  
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS - Any Member of the public wishing to ask a 
question at the above meeting can do so only if a written copy of the 
question is submitted to the contact officer by 12 noon on Friday, 31 January 
2025. 
 
4.  FILMING - The Council, members of the public and the press may record 
/ film / photograph or broadcast this meeting when the public and the press 
are not lawfully excluded.  Any member of the public who attends a meeting 
and objects to being filmed should advise the Constitutional Services Officer 
who will instruct that they are not included in the filming. 
 
Please note that anyone using recording equipment both audio and visual 
will not be permitted to leave the equipment in the room where a private 
meeting is held. 
 
Recording and reporting the Council’s meetings is subject to the law 
including the law of defamation, the Human Rights Act, the Data Protection 
Act and the law on public order offences. 
 
Please also note the Public attendance Protocol on the Council’s Website 
 
https://www.oldham.gov.uk/homepage/1449/attending_council_meetings 
 

 MEMBERSHIP OF THE HIGHWAY REGULATION COMMITTEE 
 Councillors Chowhan, Davis (Vice-Chair), Murphy, Shuttleworth (Chair) and 

Woodvine 
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Reason for Decision 
The purpose of the report is to request approval to submit amendments to the Planning 
Inspectorate in respect of the Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order relating to 
Footpath 26 Oldham to provide accurate context to the proposed amended wording in the 
Order. 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Committee agree to submit to the Planning Inspectorate the 
proposed amendments to the Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order relating to 
Footpath 26 Oldham detailed in the Schedule of the report. 
 
 
  

Definitive Map and Statement Modification 
Order Update – Diversion of Definitive 
Footpath 26 Oldham, land off Knowls Lane, 
Oldham 
 
Portfolio Holder:  
Councillor C Goodwin, Cabinet Member for Don’t Trash Oldham 
 
Officer Contact:  Nasir Dad, Director of Environment 
 
Report Author: Liam Kennedy, PRoW Officer 
Ext. 4306 
 
Highways Regulation Committee 
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Highways Regulation Committee 5 February 2025 
 
Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order Update - Diversion of Definitive Footpath 
26 Oldham, land off Knowls Lane, Oldham 
 
 
1 Background 
 
1.1 The Council granted planning permission to an application from Russell Homes UK Limited 

to facilitate the proposed development of a link road leading to Knowls Lane Housing 
Development (Hybrid Planning Permission PA/343269/19). Planning Ref: MMA/344723/20 
(Approved 23 April 2021) required the diversion of part of Footpath 26 Oldham to facilitate 
the construction of the link road. The Council have the power subject to Section 257 Town 
and Country Planning Act to divert Footpath 26 Oldham in order for the development to be 
carried out in accordance with the granted planning permission. 
 

1.2 The Council made an Order diverting Footpath 26 Oldham over the proposed link road via 
a stepped route on 4 May 2022. A copy of the order is attached at Appendix 1.  The order 
was subsequently advertised in the local press and received numerous objections.  The 
objections could not be resolved so the matter was referred to the Planning Inspectorate 
and a Public Inquiry was held 13th-14th June 2023.  The Inspector’s decision (ref: 
ROW/3303492) not to confirm the Made Order was issued 31st July 2023.  Russell Homes 
successfully challenged the Inspector’s decision by judicial review and a Consent Order 
(ref: AC-2023-LON-002664) was confirmed by the High Court quashing the Inspector’s 
decision on 27 October 2023. 
 

1.3 Following the decision of the High Court, the matter was referred back to the Planning 
Inspectorate for determination via the written representations procedure.  Following the 
written representations procedure, on 19 November 2024 the Order was proposed for 
confirmation subject to modifications by an Inspector appointed on behalf of the Secretary 
of State.  A copy of the Inspector’s decision is attached at Appendix 2.  As the proposed 
modifications increase the width of the footpath, they affect land not affected by the Order 
as submitted and consequently they are required to be advertised and notice of the proposal 
to modify the Order published to give an opportunity for objections and representations to 
be made to the Planning Inspectorate about the proposed modifications.  Representations 
may be made between 5 – 26 February 2025.  A copy of the Planning Inspectorate notice 
of proposals to modify the Order is attached at Appendix 3. 

 
2 Current Position 
 
2.1 The proposed modifications to the Definitive Statement for Footpath 26 Oldham are 

accurate but require further clarification where the Definitive Statement is to be read 
independently from the Order. Namely, the provision of Grid References in place of the 
lettered points referred to in the ‘Comments’ section of the Definitive Statement at Part 3 of 
the Order.  Without looking at the map attached to the Footpath Diversion Order, the lettered 
points in the Definitive Statement are meaningless.  

 
2.2 In checking the Grid References using more accurate mapping, we have been able to 

provide more precise grid references for points A, B, C and D as follows. Point A should be 
SD95800 04306, Point B should be SD95883 04298, Point C should be SD95837 04288 
and Point D should be SD95852 04288.  It is therefore recommended that the Planning 
Inspectorate be requested to insert/correct the Grid References used in the Order.   

 
2.3 The amendments required to the Order are detailed in the Schedule below.  
 
3 Options/Alternatives 
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3.1 Option 1: To submit the proposed amendments to the Order detailed in the Schedule below 

to the Planning Inspectorate. 
Option 2: Not to submit the proposed amendments to the Order detailed in the Schedule 
below to the Planning Inspectorate. 

 
4 Preferred Option 
 
4.1 It is recommended that Option 1 be approved. This will clarify the geographical position of 

points A, B, C and D. 
4.2 If Option 2 is approved, Officers would not be authorised to submit the amendments to the 

Planning Inspectorate and the Definitive Statement as amended by the Planning 
Inspectorate will be less accurate and useful than it could be.   
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5 Consultation 
 
5.1 Ward Councillor Alicia Marland is in support of Option 2 – not to submit the proposed 

amendments to the Order.  
 
6 Community Cohesion Implications, including crime and disorder implications under 

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
 
 None 
 
7 Risk Assessments 
 

Not applicable 
 
8 Co-operative Implications 
 
 Not applicable (James Mulvaney, Policy Manager) 
 
9 Procurement Implications 
 
 None 
 
10 Financial Implications  
 
10.1 Submitting amendments to the Planning Inspectorate for a Definitive Map and Statement 

Modification Order relating to Footpath 26 will have no financial implications to the Authority. 
(John Edisbury) 

 
11 Legal Implications 
 
11.1 The Planning Inspector may make minor amendments to a diversion order provided that 

they do not affect land not affected by the original order (eg the modifications cannot make 
the diversion follow a different route).  The suggested amendments in this report to be 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate do not affect the line of the diversion route and can 
be considered minor, as they improve the description of Footpath 26 Oldham in the 
Definitive Statement. (A Evans)  

 
12 Equality Impact, including implications for Children and Young People 
 
12.1  No  
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13 Key Decision 
 
13.1 No  
 
14 Key Decision Reference 
 
14.1 Not applicable 
 
15 Background Papers 
 
15.1 None 
 
16 Appendices  
 
16.1 1) Oldham Borough Council (Footpath 26 Oldham) Public Path Diversion and Definitive 

Map and Statement Order 2022 
 
 2) Planning Inspector’s Decision 19 November 2024 

 
3) Planning Inspectorate Notice of Proposal to Modify Public Path Order 

 
 
 

Schedule  
 

Proposed amendments to Part 2 of the Order (Description of site of alternative highway) 
(additions in bold) 

 

Footpath 26 Oldham commencing at GR SD95648 04292 off Rhodes Hill and proceeding 
for a distance of 168 metres in an easterly direction to point A (GR SD95800 04306) then 
turning to and proceeding in a south-easterly direction for a distance of 35 metres following 
stepped route to point C (GR SD95837 04288). Proceeding east across link road for a 
distance of 15 metres to point D (GR SD95852 04288) then heading east and north-east for 
a distance of 36 metres following stepped route to point B (GR SD95883 04298) and 
proceeding east and south-east for a distance of 181 metres to GR SD96048 04267 where 
Footpath 26 Oldham joins Footpath 25 Oldham, a total distance of 435 metres or 
thereabouts as shown on the attached map.  

Proposed amendments to Part 3 of the Order (Modification of Definitive Statement – 
Statement to be added) (additions in bold, deletions striked) 
 
 
District and 
path number 

Page 
Number 

Status Length (m) Description Comments 

Oldham 
Footpath 26 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 

Footpath 
 

519 metres 
 

Footpath 26 
Oldham 
commencing 
at GR 
SD95648 
04292 off 
Rhodes Hill 

Kissing gates 
at points C 
GR SD95837 
04288 and D 
GR SD95852 
04288 
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and 
proceeding 
for a distance 
of 168 metres 
in an easterly 
direction to 
GR SD95800 
04306 then 
turning to and 
proceeding in 
a south-
easterly 
direction for a 
distance of 35 
metres 
following 
stepped route 
of 2 metres 
width to GR 
SD95837 
04288. 
Proceeding 
east across 
link road for a 
distance of 15 
metres to GR 
SD95852 
04288 then 
heading east 
and north-
east for a 
distance of 36 
metres 
following 
stepped route 
of 2 metres 
width to GR 
SD95883 
04298 and 
proceeding 
east and 
south-east for 
a distance of 
181 metres to 
GR SD96048 
04267 where 
Footpath 26 
Oldham joins 
Footpath 25 
Oldham, then 
proceeding in 
a generally 
north easterly 
direction for a 
distance of 
approximately 

Between 
points A GR 
SD95800 
04306 and 
GR SD95837 
04288 C 30 
steps and 
between 
points D GR 
SD95852 
04288 and B 
GR SD95883 
04298 30 
steps 
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84 metres 
before joining 
FP197 
Saddleworth 
at GR SD 
96088 04334, 
a total 
distance of 
519 metres or 
thereabouts. 
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APPENDIX 1 
Public Path Diversion Order
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APPENDIX 2 
PLANNING INSPECTORS DECISION NOTICE 19 NOVEMBER 2024 
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APPENDIX 3 

Notice of Proposal to Modify Public Path Order 
 

 

Page 24


	Agenda
	9 Footpath 26 Oldham

